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THE MINNESOTA SAFE ROUTES 
TO SCHOOL NETWORK…

…is approximately 190 
dedicated professionals 
from organizations and 
agencies that are 
advancing Safe Routes to 
School (SRTS) in 
Minnesota...

...that builds skills in Minnesota communities to 
successfully implement SRTS, supporting partnerships 
between state and local agencies, municipalities, and 
advocacy organizations, and advocating for policy 
changes to support walking and bicycling to schools and 
improvements to the built environment...

...and makes Minnesota 
a state where all 
students, no matter their 
race, ethnicity, income 
level, age, ability, or 
geographic location, can 
walk and bicycle on 
routes that are safe, 
comfortable and 
convenient...

...because to be able to 
walk and bike safely 
makes health, learning, 
communities, and 
independence better for 
all of us.
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AGENDA
• Welcome and Introduction

• Demonstration Projects with Emily Smoak

• MnDOT Mapping and other Updates

• Walk Bike to School Day Recap

• Announcements
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Demonstration Projects

Emily Smoak  

emily.smoak@state.mn.us
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Tactical 
Urbanism

Prototypes

Pop-Up 
Projects

Photo: City of Burlington, VT

https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/DPW/UnionStreetPBL
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Try it…
before you 

buy it!

Infrastructure 
is expensive

Infrastructure 
is a long term 

investment

Better Health 
Together |
www.health.state
.mn.us/ship
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Photo: Clybourn's New Concrete-Protected Bike Lanes
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Traffic Calming
Photo: Alexis Habberstad | Echo Press
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Bicycling Improvements
Photo: https://brokensidewalk.com/wp-admin/setup-config.php
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Walking Improvements
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Wayfinding
Photo: Walk {Your City}
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Community Engagement 
Photo: https://knightfoundation.org/articles/authors/courtney-bengtson
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Placemaking
Photo: http://www.landdesign.com/parking-day-from-two-different-cities-perspectives/
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Benefits of demonstration projects

Build 
community 
support by 

removing the 
unknown

Allow people 
to experience 

instead of 
imagine

Build and 
sustain 

momentum for 
street redesign 

Intentional 
community 

engagement 
and rapid 
redesign

Normalize new 
and innovative 
infrastructure

Better Health Together | www.health.state.mn.us/ship 13
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When should you consider a demonstration project?

Building community support for a plan

• During a community event (festival) where its 
easy to engage with (happy) people

• For community engagement of a master plan

• Community engagement for a policy change

Building community support for a specific 
project

• Before a decision is made on new bike/ped
infrastructure – PBL, bump outs, etc. 

• Before a street is repainted or repaved 

• During the scoping phase of a full street 
reconstruction

Better Health Together | www.health.state.mn.us/ship 14
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How do you make this happen in your community?

• Identify the goal of your demonstration project

• Are you building support for a facility design or 
for a specific street?

• Get proper city support and permits if 
necessary for the date of your project

• Vandalizing public property does not help you 
reach your goals!

• Determine the materials you need

• Can you use existing city materials or partner for 
a SHIP grant?

• Create your community engagement plan

• How will you collect feedback in a meaningful 
way for stakeholders?

Better Health Together | www.health.state.mn.us/ship 15
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Creative Crosswalks
Rochester Prototyping Festival
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Artsy Bikeway
Rochester Prototyping Festival
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THANK YOU!

Emily Smoak | Minnesota Department of Health

emily.smoak@state.mn.us

18
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Minnesota Safe Routes to School Update

Dave Cowan

SRTS Coordinator

Office of Transit and Active Transportation, MnDOT



Somerset, ES

Wenonah, ESBishop, ES

MACCRAY, ES

Entry level 

Sign up and we can support with materials

Builds future champions into our network

Increases in the past couple of years
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PowerPoint Template

22
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WALK/BIKE TO SCHOOL DATES:

OCTOBER 10TH, 2018

FEBRUARY 6TH, 2019

MAY 8TH, 2019

Implementation support

Funding

Capacity of rdcs

Evaluation

Completeness of an application (asks the most important questions)

Most planning work or largest # of students reached
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Photo Contest Winner: Foley!!
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Solicitations Open!

▪ Statewide Planning Grants

▪ Infrastructure Solicitation

▪ Deadline Jan. 4th, noon
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http://www.dot.state.mn.us/mnsaferoutes/about/visualizing_saferoutes.html
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MnDOT 

Construction

Districts
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SHIP Grantees
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School Districts
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Senate/House

Districts
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Regional 

Development

Organizations 

Tribal Nations
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SHIP Grantees
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SHIP Grantees
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SHIP Grantees

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/mnsaferoutes/about/visualizing_saferoutes.html
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SHIP Grantees
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SHIP Grantees
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SHIP Grantees
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Case Study: 

SHIP Grantee

Brown County

40



Getting to Know 

Blue Earth SHIP 
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Add School 

Districts
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11/19/2018 mndot.gov 50

Click to Access Legend
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Looking for 

Opportunity
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Visualizing SRTS in Minnesota

11/19/2018 mndot.gov 52

Click to Filter by Project Type

Click to View Project Details
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Visualizing SRTS in Minnesota

11/19/2018 mndot.gov 53

Click to Download SRTS Plan (PDF)
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Visualizing SRTS in Minnesota

11/19/2018 mndot.gov 54
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Visualizing SRTS in Minnesota

Goals:

1. Accurately represent the scope and 
geographic distribution of past work

2. Increase the accessibility of 
completed plans

3. Demonstrate the local impact of 
constructed projects

4. Improve the financial transparency of 
the Safe Routes to School program

5. Provide a wide array of lenses to 
understand where and what type of 
projects have been implemented 
across Minnesota

Audiences:

1. MnDOT SRTS Staff

2. MnDOT Project Managers

3. School Staff

4. Elected Officials

5. Public Health Professionals (SHIP)

6. Community Members and Parents

7. Students?

11/19/2018 mndot.gov 55

Objective: To create an interactive, visual, easy to use source for information on 
SRTS projects around the state.
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Visualizing SRTS in Minnesota

• Questions

• Thoughts

• Potential Uses in Your Work?

• Future Modifications?

• Unfunded projects

• Bicycle Friendly Communities, Bicycle Community Workshops 

• TZD boundaries

• All Schools in State

11/19/2018 mndot.gov 56
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

• SRTS Academy Application – To host a winter workshop, 
application deadline January 1, 2019

• Annual Network Satisfaction Survey (plus ideas for 2019)

• https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VF8HNKH

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214140517306540
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Health Equity: Make It Your Business 
#startseeingequity

Make Health Equity Your Business Landing Page:
www.bluecrossmn.com/health-equity

Individual Video Links to Share: 
Healthy Equity Animated: Equity vs. Equality
https://youtu.be/tZd4no4gZnc

Health Equity Animated: Race
https://youtu.be/PTaLFmnS_jo

Health Equity Animated: Income
https://youtu.be/p9BZHz-duMw

Health Equity Animated: Gender
https://youtu.be/lKboL0tgWdk

Health Equity Animated: Zip Code
https://youtu.be/v_GfpuavbIU
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Health Equity Animated: The Cost of Health Inequity
https://youtu.be/HJeUnHGE4IE

The Health Equity Animated Series: Behind the Scenes
https://youtu.be/YY10v-EyiBs

YouTube Video Playlist:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZd4no4gZnc&list=PLprkwWlk8QvIzD8hIxzPzbn2ua
d-LIuj9
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CENTER FOR PREVENTION PODCAST

Explores themes related to 
health, health equity and 
community. 

We hope to include community 
voices in our episodes, and are 
collecting stories for our March 
launch!

Please call in at 1-877-972-7563 
and share your thoughts in 30 -
60 seconds on when and how 
you learned about being healthy.

www.centerforpreventionmn.com/podcast

The Center for Prevention is launching a new podcast!

First episode came out March 20, and focused on trends and traditions in health, 

and how they shift across generations. And we’d like to hear from you, or 

friends, family, students, teachers… Please call us at 1-877-972-7563 and share 

your thoughts in 30 - 60 seconds on when and how you learned about being 

healthy. Don’t forget to give us your full name and phone number so we can 

contact you to follow up on your story. We look forward to hearing your stories.

The State We;re In: Please call us at 1-877-972-7563. Tell us a time when you 

or someone you know felt othered and how it affected your health. What does it 

mean for you to feel like you belong? Why do you think it’s important to belong 

to one another?

https://www.centerforpreventionmn.com/podcast

Facebook Link: 
https://www.facebook.com/centerforprevention/posts/2061738680509111
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WALK/BIKE TO SCHOOL DATES:

OCTOBER 10TH, 2018

FEBRUARY 6TH, 2019

MAY 8TH, 2019

Bike/Walk to School Day registration is open for October 10th -

http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/registration/
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To join the Minnesota Safe Routes to School Network, 
email center.communications@bluecrossmn.com

MONTH
October 25, 10:00 – 11:00 AM 

TOPIC
• Walk! Bike! Fun! Ambassador Program
• Stop For Me Campaign – Impact Results

MONTH
November 15, 10:00 – 11:00 AM

MONTH
December 13, 10:00 – 11:00 AM

TOPIC
• Demonstration Pilot
• Walk/Bike to School Day Recap

TOPIC
• Year End Survey Results

THE MINNESOTA SAFE ROUTES 
TO SCHOOL NETWORK…

January 18 SRTS in Large School Districts and Minneapolis New SRTS Action Plan
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2018 MEETINGS
2018 Meeting Dates:

January 18 
February 15 

March 8 (revised from 15)
April 19
May 17
June 21
July 19

August 9 (revised form 16)
September 20 

October 25
November 15

December 13 (revised from 20)

Call Time: 10:00 – 11:00AM
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THANK YOU!

66


